
 
 
An offense is a wrong or a perceived wrong that we experience. We live in an age in which people get offended 

all the time by how they are treated as customers, offended by people who believe different things and get 

offended because we really are hurt by other people’s words and actions. 

 

Offenses are inevitable. They can also be a trap that leaves us in a cloud of hurt, anger, outrage, jealousy, 

resentment, hatred, ENTITLEMENT and probably most common of all BITTERNESS. 

 

Living in offense keeps us from living joyfully the life we want to live. To live the life God wants us to live we 

must learn to avoid the bait, the trap of being offended. 
 

 
 
READINGS: Genesis 22, 39:2, & 50:19-20, Romans 8, Matthew 17:1-9 
 
TOPIC:  Being Tested and Transformation 
 
DISCUSSION: 
We will be tested throughout our lives, as Abraham was tested.  We must also remember that God 
is always with us, throughout these trials. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

- Why do you think we are tempted to focus so much on an offense against us and lose sight of 
the larger picture of all the good we have?  

- When have you seen God bring good out of bad in your life or in the life of friend or family 
member? 

 



 
- Read aloud Genesis 39:2 How can we remember that God is with us even when we suffer 

offenses from other people?  
- Joseph did the best he could in every situation and did not let the offense define him. Why do 

you think Joseph was able to accomplish that feat?  
- Read aloud Genesis 50:19-20. What was your most recent setback? How might God want to 

bring good out of bad?  
 
 
 
 

“The Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor…” -Genesis 39:21 


