
Our Easter program this year is called, "Love Lives."

Jesus was love in action. His resurrection from the dead shows that love lives on and cannot be
destroyed.  Jesus lives in the hearts of his believers and gives us the ability to love as he loved.  In this
Easter Small Groups Series, we will look at what it means for God’s love to live in us.

Week 1   April 4 - April 10

SUNDAY-

Today we enter holy week and complete our Lenten journey. Our journey leads to the cross as we
remember that Jesus laid down his life so that we might have life. Throughout this week, we will be
reflecting on the cross of Christ and what Jesus accomplished for us.

Ask Jesus to help you grow this week in your appreciation for his work on the cross.

MONDAY-

But Jesus cried out in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was
torn in two from top to bottom. Matthew 27:51-51a

In the Temple, there was a place called the Holy of Holies. This was an inner sanctum where the
presence of God was said to dwell with the people of Israel. Only the high priest could enter into this
place and only once a year on the Day of Atonement. The Holy of Holies was set apart with a huge
curtain that was inches thick and dozens of feet tall. It was a symbol of the great divide between God
and man because of the debt we owed God due to sin.

When Jesus died, this curtain was torn in two from top to bottom. God tore the veil of the temple to
show that the divide no longer exists. The debt has been canceled by Jesus’ death on the cross.

Thank Jesus for paying your debt so you can freely enter into a relationship with your heavenly Father.

TUESDAY-

At noon darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And at three o’clock Jesus
cried out in a loud voice, “Eoi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which translated, “My God, my God, why have



you forsaken me?” Mark 15:33-34

Sin brings about a three-fold alienation or separation. Sin separates us from ourselves as we no longer
feel comfortable in our own skin. Sin alienates us from other people as we are at war with others. And
sin alienates us from God. Jesus on the cross felt the full weight of this alienation. He was abandoned
by his closest friends and then felt the separation from his heavenly Father.

Jesus, who never sinned, experienced the pain of sin so that we could have a relationship with our
heavenly Father. Thank Jesus today for experiencing that alienation so that you could live in
relationship with God and others.

WEDNESDAY-
Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself
and us.”

The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the
same condition. And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received
corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom.”

He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” Luke 23:39-43

People who were crucified ultimately died from suffocation. As you hung on the cross, fluid would pour
into your lungs. A man hanging on a cross had to continually pull himself up, just to catch a breath. For
every breath Jesus took on the cross, he had to expend a great deal of energy. It cost Jesus dearly to
answer the other criminal on the cross.

The thief on the cross was a criminal. He deserved to die, as he noted; but by simply asking Jesus to
remember him in his kingdom, he receives eternal life.

We cannot earn eternal life. We cannot earn the Paradise of heaven. We can’t earn it, but we can
receive it because of Jesus’ work on the cross.

Take a moment to pray with the Good Thief. Pray today, “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.”

THURSDAY-
They crucified him, and with him two others, on either side, with Jesus in the middle. Pilate also had an
inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazorean, the King of the Jews.”
John 19:18-19

When the Romans crucified a man, they would put the charge over his head. Pilate writes that Jesus is
the King of the Jews. Jesus had resisted this title throughout his ministry and even through his trial, but
here on the cross Jesus is proclaimed king.

Jesus is proclaimed king on the cross when he performs his ultimate act of service for us. He does not
use his kingship to control and manipulate others, but to serve us and bring us into a relationship with
his Father.

Take a moment to acknowledge Christ as your king. Thank him for his work and service on the cross.



FRIDAY-

“When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished.” And bowing his head, he handed over the
spirit.”
John 19:30

Before Jesus dies on the cross, he says, “It is finished.” He doesn’t mean that he is finished, but that his
redemptive work has been completed. He fully surrendered his life in order to pay our debt.

Thank Jesus today for surrendering his life in order that you may have life.

SATURDAY-

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

Why so far from my call for help, from my cries of anguish?

My God, I call by day, but you do not answer; by night, but I have no relief.

Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the glory of Israel.

In you our fathers trusted; they trusted and you rescued them.

To you they cried out and they escaped; in you they trusted and were not disappointed.

But I am a worm, not a man, scorned by men, despised by the people.

All who see me mock me; they curl their lips and jeer; they shake their heads at me:

“He relied on the LORD—let him deliver him; if he loves him, let him rescue him.”

For you drew me forth from the womb, made me safe at my mother’s breasts.

Upon you I was thrust from the womb; since my mother bore me you are my God.

Do not stay far from me, for trouble is near, and there is no one to help.

Many bulls surround me; fierce bulls of Bashan encircle me.

They open their mouths against me, lions that rend and roar.

Like water my life drains away; all my bones are disjointed.

My heart has become like wax, it melts away within me.

As dry as a potsherd is my throat; my tongue cleaves to my palate;

you lay me in the dust of death.

Dogs surround me; a pack of evildoers closes in on me. They have pierced my hands and my feet. I can

count all my bones.

They stare at me and gloat; they divide my garments among them; for my clothing they cast lots.

But you, LORD, do not stay far off; my strength, come quickly to help me.

Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the grip of the dog.

Save me from the lion’s mouth, my poor life from the horns of wild bulls.

Then I will proclaim your name to my brethren; in the assembly I will praise you:

“You who fear the LORD, give praise! All descendants of Jacob, give honor;

show reverence, all descendants of Israel!

For he has not spurned or disdained the misery of this poor wretch,

Did not turn away from me, but heard me when I cried out.

I will offer praise in the great assembly; my vows I will fulfill before those who fear him.



The poor will eat their fill; those who seek the LORD will offer praise.

May your hearts enjoy life forever!”

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD;

All the families of nations will bow low before him.

For kingship belongs to the LORD, the ruler over the nations.

All who sleep in the earth will bow low before God;

All who have gone down into the dust will kneel in homage.

And I will live for the LORD; my descendants will serve you.

The generation to come will be told of the Lord, that they may proclaim to a people yet unborn the

deliverance you have brought. Psalm 22

Week 1 - Group Session

Read aloud 1 John 2:15.
1. Why is love of the world and love of God the Father incompatible? Of power, pleasure

and possessions, which one are you most tempted to love or look to for your
happiness?

2. Why do you answer as you do? St. Augustine said that we are fundamentally shaped
by what we love. Where have you seen this play out in your life?

Read aloud 1 John 2:17.
1. How can we remember that this world is passing away and not to love it more than

God?
2. What song, verse movie or image helps you best appreciate the love Jesus showed

you on the cross? What about it moves you?

Scriptures:

❖ “That which was from the beginning which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands concerning the
words of life – that life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and
proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father and made manifest to us.”
-1 John 1:1-2

❖ “Then he said, “That which we have seen and heard we proclaim to you, so that you
may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ. And we are writing this that our joy may be complete.” -1 John 1:3-4

❖ “He writes, ‘Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,
love for the Father is not in him.’”  -1 John 2:15

❖ “For all that is in this world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and pride of
life is not of the Father but of this world.”  -1 John 2:16

❖ “And the world passes away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides
forever.”  -1 John 2:17


