
Our Easter program this year is called, "Love Lives."

Jesus appears to the apostles on the night of his resurrection and offers peace to the men who had betrayed him and left
them in his time of need. He explains that he came to forgive us of our sins. As God has loved us and reconciled us to him,
we are to forgive and reconcile with others. For love to live in our hearts we will forgive and look to reconcile with others.
It seeks to make real peace through forgiveness and reconciliation.

Week 3   April 25 - May 1

SUNDAY-

God is love. 1 John 4:8

John tells us that God is love. He doesn’t say that God has love. God is love and love is the essence of his
character. And since the love in the fellowship of the trinity is perfect, he did not need to create us. He wasn’t lonely.
But he wanted to make us in order to express his love.

God’s love is pure and sincere. According to an often repeated folk etymology, the etymological roots of the word
“sincere” are sine - “without” and cera - “wax”. It refers to the practice of dishonest sculptors in ancient Rome and
Greece to use wax in order to cover up mistakes they had made. When the sun came out, however, the wax would
melt and the mistakes were exposed. A sculptor “without wax” was therefore considered to be trustworthy.

God is trustworthy, without wax, and he is looking for the same love in us. We can approach him just the way we
are, with our doubts, dents, anxieties and struggles. We do not have to hide anything from him and play games with
him. We can trust him.

Pray today for the grace to trust God and to love him sincerely.

MONDAY-

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God, and everyone who loves the Father loves also
the one begotten by him. 1 Jn 5:1

John tells us that everyone who believes that Jesus is their Messiah, their Savior, is begotten by God or “born of
God”. Everyone who believes in Jesus is a child of God and can claim God as their Father.

To be born of God means that we grow more and more into his likeness, that we get to know him better and better,
that our relationship with him grows deeper and deeper. God’s love is made manifest in Jesus and just like a baby



grows to look like its parents, we start to look more and more like God. And just like a child will copy certain traits
and habits of its parents, we will copy God’s habits.

Today, thank God for the grace of being born of him and for the opportunity to grow more like him.

TUESDAY-

In this way we know that we love the children of God when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love
of God is this, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whoever is
begotten by God conquers the world. 1 John 5:2-3

God’s commands are not burdensome because they are undergirded by the very simple concept of love. We are to
love others and be for their well-being, their greater good. We are to be for others as our heavenly Father is for us.

God’s commands are not burdensome because we do not love on our power but based on God’s power. We have
God’s power because we are begotten by God and have a relationship with him. We do not follow his
commandments to do him a favor, but because we trust his way is the best.

The closer we are to God, the less commands we need. Basically, it can all be narrowed down to loving God, others
and ourselves. If we manage to sincerely do that, we triumph over “the ways of the world” which are often driven by
egoism and ruthlessness. “World” in this case simply designates society organized and functioning apart from God.

Pray today to keep growing closer to God so that his commands seem ever less burdensome and ever more
liberating.

WEDNESDAY-

And the victory that conquers the world is our faith. Who indeed is the victor over the world but the one who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God? 1 John 5:4-5

So how can we triumph over the “ways of the world”? The road to victory over the world is our faith. The early
Church did not have an army, it was just a little community of non-belligerent and persecuted Christ-followers. Yet,
John tells them that they will and already have conquered the world. They have conquered the world because they
have transformed it in the name of the one God they are begotten by.

Victory over “the world” does not require spiritual heroics or ascetic denial of creation. Instead, victory is found
through faith in what Jesus is and has done; nothing else is needed. The word faith itself means “trust”,
“confidence”, “assurance”. And the Gospels give us not only truths to believe, but also a person to trust: Jesus who
is the God-man, the Messiah who has risen from the dead.

God has a plan for you and through obeying his commands you will master your life. Pray to be determined not by
the deceptions of this world, but by the object of our faith, Jesus, the Son of God who was crucified and rose on the
third day.

THURSDAY-

This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by water alone, but by water and blood. The
Spirit is the one that testifies, and the Spirit is truth. 1 Jn 5:6

“Coming through water and blood” refers to the baptism and the death of Jesus.  Jesus was baptized, not because
of his own sins - he had none - but because he wanted to completely identify with humanity. His coming through
water was his way of saying “I am one of you”.



And when he died on the cross, he did not die because he had to - he had divine power and could have saved
himself from the suffering and humiliation -, but because he wanted to show us that he was ready to accompany us
even in our darkest and most difficult hours. His coming through blood was his way of saying that he was ready to
give his all for us.

Jesus trusted God and obeyed his commands. He became one of us so that we might become more like God. Pray
today to be open to this divine gift.

FRIDAY-

I ask you, not as though I were writing a new commandment but the one we have had from the beginning: let us
love one another. For this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, as you
heard from the beginning, in which you should walk. 2 John 1:5-6

Commandments and love usually do not go together well, but they do in God’s case. He has proven that he loves us
and asks us to love him in return, as well as each other. Obedience to the commandment of faith and love includes
all other commandments. That is why it is repeated so many times throughout the Bible.

What distinguished the early Christian community from the society around them, was the way they treated each
other. They took care of each other and by walking in God’s love, they mirrored his actions and made him visible to
the world.

People from all backgrounds and faiths felt that something new was happening. They witnessed Christians living
this new commandment of never before seen genuine affection and love that did not differentiate between social
class, nationality or race. That is the incredibly powerful message of Christianity.

Pray today for the strength to walk in God’s love and to be a mirror of his grace like the first Christians.

SATURDAY-
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
Exult, you just, in the LORD;

praise from the upright is fitting.

Give thanks to the LORD on the harp;

with the ten-stringed lyre chant his praises.

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
Upright is the word of the LORD,

and all his works are trustworthy.

He loves justice and right;

of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,

upon those who hope for his kindness,

To deliver them from death

and preserve them in spite of famine.

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
Psalm 33



Group Discussion: Week 3 of “Love Lives”

Questions:

1. Tell about a time when you allowed hatred into your heart, whether for a moment or for a
season. How did it affect you and your relationship with God?

2. How does John say it affects your relationship with God?
3. What is the difference between love as a feeling and the definition of biblical love?
4. Who in your life is easy to love?
5. Who is difficult to love?
6. What does John tell us about harboring hatred for others and love for God at the same

time?
7. What does John say is the reason we should love all of our brothers and sisters?
8. What are some of the phrases about love that John repeats over and over again?
9. Why do you think he does that? (Read 1John 4:7-11 for help)
10. What is the source of Christian love for a brother or sister?
11. How can we tap into that source?

Scriptures:

❖ “Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the darkness.
Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to
make them stumble.” -1 John 2:9-10

❖ “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love
their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.
And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and
sister.” -1 John 4:20-21

❖ “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because
God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into
the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another.” -1 John 4:7-11


