
 
 
An offense is a wrong or a perceived wrong that we experience. We live in an age in which people get offended 

all the time by how they are treated as customers, offended by people who believe different things and get 

offended because we really are hurt by other people’s words and actions. 

 

Offenses are inevitable. They can also be a trap that leaves us in a cloud of hurt, anger, outrage, jealousy, 

resentment, hatred, ENTITLEMENT and probably most common of all BITTERNESS. 

 

Living in offense keeps us from living joyfully the life we want to live. To live the life God wants us to live we 

must learn to avoid the bait, the trap of being offended. 
 

 
 
READING: Ephesians 2:4-10, John 3:1-21, and Matthew 18:34-35 
 
TOPIC: For by Grace, You Have Been Saved.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Offense usually brings a sense of entitlement. Grace though destroys all sense of entitlement. Grace 
is a pure gift that we do not own. When God had a right to be very offended by all the ways we had 
wronged him and injured him, he didn’t live in that offense. Instead he responded by sending his Son 
to us, to reconcile us with him. His Son humbled himself to become human. In this message we will 
look at the importance of responding to injury with grace as God did. 
 

1. Jesus was not offended that Nicodemus wouldn’t meet with Him during the day. 

 



 
2. Light came into the world, but people preferred darkness to light. 
3. In Ephisians, it states that by grace we have been saved; we aren’t owed anything. 
4. Offense comes from feeling owed 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

- What keeps people from forgiving others?  
- Why do some people refuse to forgive?  
- Why is it important to believe that God has forgiven us a much larger debt than we have to 

forgive others?  
- Read aloud Matthew 18:34-35. What does it mean to you to forgive someone from your 

heart?  
- Do you agree that unforgiveness is worse than other sins and that it imperils our souls?  Or 

does that seem overblown to you?  
- Who is one person you need to forgive?  Go around the group and have everyone pray for 

that person to release their debt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Then Peter came up and said to him, ‘Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many 

as seven times?’  Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.’” -Matthew 18:21-22 


